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1, Source feels that the death of President lenent Gcttuald met have caused 
considerable nervousness anang the Csechoslevsh public and aggravated the 
feeling of uncertainty among the Ccrramlsts. This increase of insecurity 
among the Ccnrnnists would result in a lessening cf their political activity. 

2. After removing Rudolf Slansly, Gcttuald appointed persons absolutely loyal 
to hi: self to positions in the CzeefcoslovaL Conrtunist Party (DSC) a d the 
Go vernnent. These Included Viliam. iiroly, Aleitej Cepicl.a, i arol jaeileh, 
and Ar.tcnin IJovotnv. f cures believes that in this way Gottuald succeeded 
in gaining control, for the most part, of beth the Party and the ftate ap- 
paratus. The only person uhc stood in the way of his becoming absolute 
roaster in Czechoslovakia was Prine minister Antonin lapotody.^ f cures 
feels that, given nore time, Gottuald would have also removed Zapotcd y 
and his followers, though in a less brutal way than that used for -'lonely. 

3. Considerable personal differences existed between Gcttuald and Sapotoc'.y, 
ste c'ing primarily fror; Zapc tocly's criticisi of Gottuald 1 s private life. 

This antipathy had existed ' since before Vorld War II. 

4 , Zapc tody’s appointment as Pri .e Mnister in June 1948 was dictated tyr 
eocnonic and vjolitical necessity. Source believes that it was Zapo tody’s 
influence ever the workers and popularity among the non— Con mists that 
caused he scow to order his appointment, contrary to the w:.shes cf ucttwald. 
Source fdels that loseow intended Gottvnld, Sapotcehy and flansly tc act as 
checks on each other. At the tl e of Glansly’s removal, Gottuald transferred 
a number of officials nexm to favor tape led y, such as Vaclav Hcse; , Gustav 
I'linent, (fnu) lolsly, and -vzen Grban, to less inpertant positions. ^ Tlrus 
Zapo tod y was tc a certain degree isolated in his position as Frine Finis ter 
and his position was weakened. At that tire Gcttuald did not dare to under- 
tale a direct attach on Zapofocl.y because Zapctod y had supporters in I ksscow, 
including haled' ov end huzneteov. 
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5. Source believes that* with death, &portodlqr v 8 poelti m vflt 

Ija strengthened* He is facade v$,tb the prohleta of rawing 

C3eitwald*s followers with when La %& 2 rarr ©aisled, Source feels that 
SSapotodky will act cautiously ard will gradually appoint, hie people to 
party and government posts rather than inetitnting a Hs&jcr purge of 
Ootteald^s fcdlcftfers,- Sines mt& of the officials w:IH 9 for c^pcxrtimie^ 
tie reasons.) serve 2fepQto<&y jusrt aa Morally as Gottw&Ld, no great tdumges 
in the State and Party apparatus) can o© expected in the nem s fi&ur e , 

6© In the opinion of source *» it was? immt^irial whether or sot. Sfepctoety me 
made President- But S&potoc&y’n poaitic^ will, 'be mar® dlffiecdt tifcin 
{kitfoald's was bocraiko he will 1>» solo3y rSspi^nsih!.^ fear the ngnogeraeat 
of the country end the party,. 
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